Life and Letters

there are series of initials which have a wholly
accidental individuality which makes them fix
themselves at once. If a man's initials arc
" P. I. G." or " F. 0. 0. L.n we neither forget
it nor allow, him to forget it; if the name at
the head of this article were " A. S. Squire/3 I
think it would get over the footlights all right.
Its bray would be ringing in the reader's ears
long after he had laid down the paper. But-
leaving exceptional cases out of account,
initials, becoming pseudo-words by familiarity,
differ among themselves in value and beauty
just as words do. A mass of associations cling
around them, and they have sound-sequences
which affect us (we unconscious) just as the
vowels and consonants in ordinary words do.
Without knowing it, we probably dislike
innocent initials which have been borne by
people whom we have detested ; without know-
ing it, we are enchanted with certain initials
because they come trailing clouds of glory from
the past or because they have a pleasant
rippling sound. Here we get on to the influence
of sounds. It is a difficult matter. All we can
say is that other things being equal some words
are more beautiful than others : all writers
know this. But it is equally true that sound
will not go all the way : that good associations
may make ugly syllables seem beautiful and
bad ones may make beautiful open vowels
sound ugly. It is hard to detach the word
from the object. We have only to look at the
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